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FROM SENSUM TO DIVINE CONSCIOUSNESS
Précis of a talk given by Eugene Halliday at Parklands	27.04.1986

Eugene begins by explaining how the title of the talk came about. He then analyses the word ‘stimulus’ because anything we know is a product of one. ’S’ means ‘Spirit’, ’T’ means ‘crucifixion’. So ‘ST’ means ‘Spirit crossing Itself and providing itself with its own stimulus’. ‘I’ means ‘individuation’. ‘STI’ means a ‘self-crucifying individual’. ‘M’ means ‘substance’, ‘U’ means ‘drive’, ‘L’ means ‘binding’, ‘U’ means ‘drive’, ’S’ means ‘issuance’, ‘mulus’ means a root, a root issuance. “Stimulus means a behaviour of a root power, so substantialised by crossing itself, it initiates changes within itself, by this same, self-crossing.” The stimulus situation is the Infinite, the extended Sentient Power, ‘Brahman’. So a stimulus can never be external to an object; though science assumes it is.

‘Sensum’ is Sentient Power in its triplicity: force, form function.(Drive, or willing, thinking, feeling.)
The ‘M’ at the end of ‘sensum’ implies an inner focussing of sentience upon itself. This is ‘substantialisation’. ‘Substantial’ means ‘understanding’. “To understand, the Infinite must make a sphere by pressing in and pressing into that sphere very hard and then the sphere becomes a substance.” This process results in all of the physical structures of our bodies. “So the sensum is the immediate product of a stimulus.” “The stimulus situation is infinite and a sensum is anywhere whatever within the Infinite that there is a substantialisation of the stimulus presented to it by itself.”
Substantialisation is the process of self-limitation of Sentient Power. Prior to its internal focussing there is no limit. Spirit presses into a centre and can contract onto the centre until a limit is reached and then it must burst out again. This is the ‘Yud’ point in Hebrew, the primary point, the beginning of time. “There is a sensum for every point of the total stimulus situation.”

Prior to rationalisation, a sensum has no form; it is just pure sentience. Rationalisation is the inevitable consequence of a primary rotation of energy, the circle and a radius. “The individual consciousness is the only impedance to the will of the Absolute.”

“The sensum is a feeling with a degree of affective charge.” i.e. liking and disliking but without definition, a vague feeling. When defined, it becomes a ‘percept’, a term meaning ‘rational capture’. The sensum becomes controlled when we can rationalise it and locate its cause. If we can focus sharply onto a feeling then we have a percept. We can find one form acting upon another form: “like posterior descends onto drawing pin.” The percept saves us from the vagueness of the sensum. To gain deliberate control we must increase perception and every percept is a capturing of a sensum in order to fix it and define its relation with other sensa or other percepts. 

Perception allows categorisation. We see this in plants, whereby plants recognise each other in the process of fertilisation. i.e. there must be a recognition of form. We see it more clearly in animals; males know which are females, and vice-versa. We see it more clearly still in a rational human being. If we had only one percept it could control a sensum situation, but it might not cover a host of sensa. So we need to make a lot of percepts then group them together to form a concept. “Concept means capturing a group of percepts.” Finding out what is similar about them and then giving them a title to cover these similarities. e.g. People can be conceptualised as ‘animal’ rather than ‘vegetable’ or ‘mineral’. The concept ‘rational animal’ narrows the concept to ‘man’.

Concepts give us choice. One percept would give us no choice, so the greater number of percepts we have, and concepts, give us more choice. When we can choose “we enter into the next phase: volition.” Volition means willing. The will initiates ‘choosing’ i.e. rejecting one thing for another. Volition increases with the increasing number of concepts it has to control. Volition is not mechanically determined. It can choose from a wide variety of concepts, and therefore, percepts and sensa, from the total stimulus situation.

Volition is a “very, very high concept” and 95% of mankind know nothing of it. For most men, the word ‘will’ means ‘wishing’, ‘wanting’, ‘desiring’. But wanting  means ‘lacking’, wishing means ‘dissipating’, and desiring means ‘from an intent of fatherhood’, and all these arise “from a stimulus hitting the being and producing a sensum which is grasped and becomes a percept, grouped with concepts, and because the percept is formulated it is just like a machine.” Every idea, correctly defined, is like a cog wheel fitting into another one, and therefore entirely mechanical. If we identify with ideas then we are mechanical; we have formal responses to formal stimuli. 

To become free, we have to lift up the percept to the level of concept “and then free ourselves from the concept in order to choose, from the concept, that percept and that sensa and that stimulus, what we will focus on. 

Volition comes from the ‘conscious self’: “Consciousness is a catalyst.” The ‘conscious self’ is the total stimulus situation. When you believe you are such you are free from the memory of prior volitions, free from concepts, percepts, sense, stimuli. You are conscious of them all but not ruled by them. You have free choice. Beyond this is the ‘Divine Consciousness Itself’. Pure consciousness without limitation - the original Absolute from which everything else derives.

Knowing these higher levels is not the same as realising them. We may see, intellectually, the possibility that these things are true, but to realise them we have to ‘RL’ them. ‘R’ means to discriminate all the parts and ‘L’ means to hold them all together within our being. We are a triplicity of force, form and function: force is the power that constitutes us, the form that force has assumed, and the function of that form under the impulse of that force. We must not only know this but feel a love that we know it. If we can love what we know, then we can volitionally substantialise it and make it real. “Real means the ruling power of self-law.”

When we can do this we find that the sensum, stimulus, percept, concept, volition and consciousness are all parts of the Absolute acting on and in itself. “Now that is the goal of man.”
To ‘realise’ is to be in control of oneself on 3 levels: intellectually, substantially, actively. A ‘real’ being is when will, feeling and ideation are identical. These 3 are not separate. They are 3 aspects which the Absolute sets up inside itself to control its force, form and function, but in no way separably. Intellect and feeling are qualitatively different. We can think of an idea and feel the quality of it but the feeling can never be the idea. This is why there is such misunderstanding between men and women. The male intellect cannot feel what a woman feels. Yet intellect and feeling are in the same being are not separable. They live together in one body and cannot be separated. A man can feel hurt if his intellect is insulted. A woman can accept an idea from a man but she loves the function of being informed more than the form received and so can forget the idea immediately in order to be informed again. i.e. it is the relationship she enjoys more than the idea.

‘Real’ means ‘changeless’ “that which abides in all eternity without ever changing.” The ‘unreal’ is anything which does change. i.e. everything in the time-process. The whole object of evolution is to become real, to discover the changeless within us. 

‘Total activity’ is the same as the definition of God. God is “Pure Act,” “Pure Actuality.” To get there we have to take a series of steps: to become aware we are under stimuli, to pick out a sensum from each stimulus, do we have mixed percepts from this sensum? Can we categorise these under concepts? Most people never get beyond this level. A sensum is immediate, a percept comes later, a concept later still. We can say the stimulus is the mineral world, the sensum is the plant world, the percept is the animal world and the concept is the world of man, as pure intellect. “But it is not volition.”

God is not a myth, not an abstract idea. He is ‘the total Absolute stimulus situation.” “God is the total, Sentient Power, stimulus situation in its absolute concreteness and presence here-now in everyone.” Belief is an act of will, so to believe in God we must will to do so. 
“Some people are not sure about God, but really, what they are not sure about is their own will to allow a bit of room for God in their universe.”
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